The Trevo Retriever is intended to restore blood flow in the neurovasculature by removing thrombus in patients experiencing ischemic stroke within 8 hours of symptom onset. Patients who are ineligible for intravenous tissue plasminogen activator (IV t-PA) or who fail IV t-PA therapy are candidates for treatment.
Issues with vertebral artery dissections
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Dear editor
We would like to raise many issues regarding the Choi et al. article 'Extracranial vertebral artery rupture likely secondary to ''cupping therapy'' superimposed on spontaneous dissection', recently published in Interventional Neuroradiology. 1 The authors are suggesting that 'cupping therapy' may have exacerbated a vertebral artery dissection, based on a previous case report. 2 This reported on a patient that had cupping treatment and seven days later presented for medical examination, which then revealed no artery dissections present. The seven-day interval between onset of the neck pain and subsequent examination opens up many other possible triggers for the stroke, other than cupping (as discussed below), and the possibility that the stroke had no trigger.
We are surprised that in an era with instantaneous access to an estimated 10,000-20,000 papers published weekly in the biomedical literature, the authors would rely on many references from the 1980s (i.e. more than 35 years old!) and one that are only case reports. [3] [4] [5] [6] Over the last 35 years, there have been many advances in our knowledge on causation of vertebral artery dissections (VAD). Clearly, a significant number of VAD are reported as spontaneous, with the initial cause of damage to the vertebral artery being unspecified. [7] [8] [9] The authors reported some trigger factors ('hyperextension or rotation of the neck, including practicing yoga, chiropractic therapy, painting a ceiling, coughing, sneezing, vomiting and the act of resuscitation'). However, there are many other trivial triggers for VAD that the authors did not report. For example, 'beauty parlour' stroke, several sports (trampolining, soccer, archery, etc.), post motor vehicle accident, conducting an orchestra and even defecation. 9, 10 Unfortunately, the authors also perpetuate a theory that 'chiropractic neck maneuvers' are a significant factor for VAD. This is incorrect, as several articles have dispelled the theory of cervical spinal manipulation as a cause of VAD. 11, 12 Much evidence suggests that people developing neck pain and/or headache (which are the most common presenting symptoms of VAD) is the reason why sufferers seek care, but the VAD had commenced prior to treatment. [12] [13] [14] Ascribing the care as the cause of the dissection is a case of protopathic bias. 16 Furthermore, a recent review suggested that the literature infrequently reports all clinical factors relevant towards accurately assessing any association between cervical manipulation and VAD. 17 The authors should also review the Bradford-Hill criteria to determine causative associations and help improve the quality of any future case reports regarding VAD. 12 
